VISIT TO  PARIS

outside Germany, I cannot regard it as striking or even as
disquieting that we stand alone at a time when all relations
are turned topsy-turvy, when England and France are for
the present still so closely allied that France has not the
courage to think of safeguards against the Swiss Radicals
because England might take it amiss, though meanwhile
she frightens that same England with her preparations for
a landing, and takes decisive steps towards a Russian alli-
ance ; when Austria is in league with England, with the
latter nevertheless continually stirring up Italy, &c.
Whither, then, are we, in your opinion, to turn? Shall it
be to an alliance with France and Russia against Austria
and England such as Plonplon, who is at present here, is
said to have suggested ? From such an alliance, however,
there would immediately result a preponderating influence
of France in Italy, the total revolutionizing of that coun-
try, and likewise a preponderating influence of Bona-
parte in Germany. Some share in this influence would
be allowed us in the subordinate spheres, but neither
a great nor a lasting one. We have indeed once already
seen Germany under Russo-French influences from 1801
to 1803, when the bishoprics were secularised and dis-
tributed in accordance with rescripts from Paris and St.
Petersburg. Prussia, which was then on a friendly footing
with the two states and on unfriendly terms with Austria
and England, also came in for a share at the distribution,
but only for a small one, and her influence was less than
ever.

'L. v. G.f

Without going fully into his letter,  I wrote to the

general on May 11 as follows :
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